
 

 

Oral history audio transcription 

In this interview conducted in September 2024, Jane shares her 
memories of her grandfather, Edwin Joseph Packham, and his 
work with the Thames Ditton Bronze Foundry. 

The interview was conducted to support Elmbridge Museum’s 
exhibition Forging Art: Thames Ditton Bronze Foundry.  

 

Audio Transcription 

Interviewer: Could you just firstly outline your connection to the Bronze 
Foundry and to Edwin Packham for me please. 

Jane: Yes, I’d be happy to. Edwin Packham was my grandfather, that was 
my father’s father, and he lived in Kenwyn, Weston Green, Thames Ditton 
and he worked as the, in the foundry, I believe, all his working life but he 
died when I was in my teens and sadly, I don’t have the information about, 
lots of information I would love to have had more about him, but, obviously 
the little I know is that he worked there and rose up to be a foreman 
chaser and he loved all his work there.  

Interviewer: Fantastic, and do you have any personal, sort of, memories of 
him from when you were growing up. 

Jane: Yes I do, I mean, he was a very quiet man, very artistic, and they had 
this lovely big house in Kenwyn, Weston Green, and he had a small 
workshop in the back garden and, as children, my cousins and I were not 
actually allowed in, but we used to stand at the doorway and he had big 
bottles of paint and he used to do a lot of drawing himself, I remember. 
And he was very into his art, all the time, lots of different art. And my 
mother was an artist, and she was very close to him, and she would be 
allowed to go in and sit and look at some of his work and I’ve learnt more 
from him, sadly, more about him sadly since he died. I didn’t ask my dad as 
much as I would have liked and other relatives of his, my dad’s era, are also 
dead now so I haven’t really got anybody else that I could find a little more 
about, and so, this is why, when I inherited the bronzes, from my father, 
you know, I wanted to find out more, so that is when I found the Elmbridge 
Museum and was able to link in with Ellie and, consequently, lend these 
items and give some of these items to the area so that people in the area 
would be able to actually see them. This is why I’ve loaned it, for this 

https://elmbridgemuseum.org.uk/online-exhibitions/forging-art/


exhibition. I want to share it with as many people as possible, who can see 
it.  

Interviewer: Can you just go into a bit of detail about how you found the 
Museum. 

Jane: Yes, well, we discovered the Elmbridge Museum, my uncle, my dad’s 
brother, he used to work as a public health inspector for Surrey and so I 
knew of the offices there but I didn’t realise that there was a museum 
there until after my uncle and my father had died and, so, we found the 
museum online and I managed to get hold of Ellie and explain to her what 
I had got and I spoke to her several times on the telephone and said what 
we had got and we spoke to the museum in Glasgow, the Glasgow life 
museum that’s also got a triptych, probably cast in Paris, and they were 
really interested and they thought that, you know, it would also be nice for 
me to link in with the local one and that’s where I started to put all the 
pieces that I could find. I feel that it is so important that it’s just, extended 
from the family, into more people be interested. I am hoping, you know, to 
leave my grandad’s legacy for the future generations. He was such a quiet 
and unassuming person who would never put himself forward and it was 
my grandma who was the matriarch, and she had a dressmaking business, 
a court dressmaker, that she ran from the building there as well, upstairs, 
with a team of women doing these beautiful dresses for some of the, you 
know, ladies of the court of Victoria, Queen Victoria, and he was very much 
in the background and yet, you know, here he is coming forward and I feel 
as if I am, you know, hopefully doing something for his memory really, and 
letting the rest of the world see, you know, what a clever man he was. 

 


