
‘Empire Day At Walton’  

There was a large gathering of parents and friends in 

the School playing field on Tuesday morning, to meet 

Sir Godfrey Lagden, K.C.M.G., who gave the Empire 

Day address. – Amongst those present were Mr. R. 

Phillips, C.C., the Rev. C. E. C. Lefroy, Miss Atkinson 

and Mr. C. R. Mansell (Headmaster). 

Sir Godfrey Lagden was introduced by the Headmaster, 

and in the course of an interesting address he dwelt 

upon the extent of resources of the Empire, which, he 

said, had been built up, not by the sword, but by the 

courage and loyalty of those who came before us. If our 

splendid ancestors had not carried out their work we 

should indeed be “Little England” – simply a little island 

called England in the North Sea. 

The Flag of Britain, he said, is respected all over the 

world, and English currency is accepted everywhere. 

No other nation can claim this. Our duty is to try to 

prosper the Empire, and to better the conditions of all 

who live in it. Liberty and Justice alone will enable us to 

maintain it. It is for us to guard the great heritage, to 

remember our duty to God and our neighbour and to be 

faithful to our King and Country. 

There was some excellent dancing by the boys and 

girls, including the Flamborough Sword Dance, 

performed by eight little girls in Scottish national 

costume (one of the most pleasing items), and the Irish 

jig, also given by girls in national dress. The united 

singing of “The Recessional” and of “Jerusalem” 

followed. 

Medals for the best essays on the Empire were 

presented by Miss Atkinson (one of the School 

Managers) to the following scholars: - Lilian Ridge, 

Arthur Stevens, Mary Walden, Leonard Johnson, Freda 

Williams, Arthur Wellard, Ena Carter, George Rendall, 

Thelma Davis, William Molyneux, Mabel Coates, Cyril 

Foulsham, Lily Curley, Leslie Hicks, Gladys Hicks, 

Philip Elliston, Rose Meekcome, Eric Marchant, 

Beatrice Underwood and James Adgie. 

The Vicar of Hersham also briefly addressed the 

gathering and expressed thanks to Sir Godfrey Lagden 

for his admirable discourse. – In reply, Sir Godfrey 

commented in appreciative terms on all he had seen, 

and congratulated the staff upon the excellent 

arrangement of the proceedings. 

Three rousing cheers were given for the King, and the 

National Anthem was sung, the function terminating 

with the children marching away, saluting as they 

passed the Union Jack. 

The event was quite the most successful held in recent 

years. 



 

Empire Day At Central School’  

 There was a large gathering of parents and 

friends in the School playing field on Tuesday 

morning to meet Sir Godfrey Lagden, 

K.C.M.G., who gave the Empire Day address. 

Amongst those present were Mr. R. Phillips, 

the Rev. C. E. C. Lefroy, Miss Atkinson and 

Mrs. C. R. Mansell. Sir Godfrey Lagden was 

introduced by the headmaster. 

There was some excellent dancing by the 

boys and girls, and the children sang the 

“Recessional” and “Jerusalem”. 

Empire Day medals for essays on Empire 

were presented by Miss Atkinson to Lilian 

Ridger, Arthur Stevens, May Walden, 

Leonard Johnson, Freda Williams, Arthur 

Welland, Ena Carter, George Rendell, 

Thelma Davis, William Molyneux, Mabel 

Coates, Cyril Foulsham, Lily Curley, Leslie 

Hicks, Gladys Hicks, Philip Elliston, Rose 

Meekcoms, Eric Marchant, Beatrice 

Underwood and James Adgie. 

The Rev. C. E. C. Lefroy (vicar of Hersham) 

expressed thanks to Sir Godfrey Lagden, and 

cheers were given for the King and the 

National Anthem was sung. 


