
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Excellent Choral Singing 
Concert Version of “Merrie England” 

 

A musical treat was provided at The Playhouse, Walton, on 
Monday. The concert version of “Merrie England” was sung by 

members of Vickers-Armstrong Ltd. (Weybridge) Social and 
Athletic Club choral section, assisted by the Crookham Choral 

Society. The whole work was admirably done under the baton of 
Mr George Hodkin. 

The chorus was a strong one, and the soloists were appropriately 
chosen. Miss Amy Gentry’s fine contralto voice was heard to 
advantage in “O peaceful England.” Violet Burdon as “Jill-all-

alone” sang her solos very ably, and, as Bessie Throgmorton, Miss 
Ivy Foster and Miss Constance Ayling, who took different 

passages, were both excellent. Of the men, Mr. Ewart Burchell, as 
Sir Walter Raleigh, possesses a nicely toned tenor voice and his 

singing of the well-known “The English Rose” was greatly 
appreciated. Mr. Frank Asbury (the Earl of Essex) was also in good 

voice and rendered the “Yeomen of England” with a robustness 
well suited to this stirring air. The accompaniment of the 
orchestra was sympathetic and a pleasing feature of the 

performance. 
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